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Personal information
	Name, Surname:
	Popescu, Costin-Ioan

	Date of birth: 
	24.09.1978
	Sex:
	M

	Nationality:
	Romanian

	Researcher unique identifier(s) 
(ORCID, Researcher ID etc.):
	(0000-0003-1213-4623) - ORCID

	URL for personal website (if case): 
	



Education
	Year
	Faculty/department - University/institution - Country

	2005
	Department of Biochemistry, University of Oxford, United Kingdom, Ph.D. 

	2001
	Department of Biochemistry, Faculty of Biology, University of Bucharest, Romania, B.Sc.
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Positions - current and previous 
(Academic sector/research institutes/industrial sector/public sector/other)
	Year
	Job title – Employer - Country

	2017-
	Scientific Researcher II – Institute of Biochemistry of the Romanian Academy, Romania

	2010 -2017
	Scientific Researcher III- Institute of Biochemistry of the Romanian Academy, Romania

	2007 - 2010
	Postdoctoral Marie Curie fellow – Institute Pasteur of Lille, France

	2005- 2007
	Scientific Researcher - Institute of Biochemistry of the Romanian Academy, Romania



Career breaks (if case)
	Year
	Reason

	yyyy-yyyy
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Project management experience 
(Academic sector/research institutes/industrial sector/public sector/other. Please list the most relevant.)
	[bookmark: _Hlk12012519][bookmark: _Hlk12014676]Year
	Project title - Role – Funder – Budget – link to project webpage

	2021-2023




2020-2022



2017-2018




2015-2017



2014-2014



2013-2016


2010-2012



2019-2023


2014-2017
	“Development of integrated methods for rapid diagnostic of hepatic disease” POC/163/1/3- Partner Director - EU cofound grant UEFISCDI - Technology transfer grant - 200000 EUR – http://provitam.ro/proiect-hepatite/
“Implementing a multiplex methodology for rapid testing of hepatic viruses” - PN-III-P2-2.1-PTE-2019-0226 – Partner director - National grant UEFISCDI – Technology transfer grant - 120000 EUR – http://szilard.ro/multihep

“Development of a rapid lateral flow test for detection of antibodies against Hepatitis C Virus in patient serum (HCVLFA)” - PN-III-CERC-CO-PED-2016 – Project director – National Grant UEFISCDI - Proof of concept grant - 120000 EUR – www.biochim.ro

“Identification of first in class chemical scaffolds against Hepatitis C Virus NS2 cysteine protease” ERANET ERARUS – Project coordinator – EU Cofund UEFISCDI – 210000 EUR – www.biochim.ro

“Identification of host factors involved in Hepatitis C Virus assembly and characterization of their potential role in vivo” – Partner director- ERANET EU Cofund UEFISCDI – 200000 EUR- www.biochim.ro

“Real-time imaging of the viral modules during Hepatitis C virus assembly” PNII-RU-TE-2012-3-0471 2013-2016 – Project coordinator – National Grant UEFISCDI- Young team grant  – 150000 EUR – www.biochim.ro

“The role of NS2 viral protein in the assembly process of Hepatitis C Virus” - PN-II-RU-RP-2009-9 2010-2012 – Project coordinator – National Grant UEFISCDI – Reintegration grant - 120000 EUR

“Next generation Viral Hepatitis B and C vaccine development in plants and algae using advanced biotechnological tools” –Key person – EEA grant – 1.500.000 EUR

“Development of a cost effective Romania-Norway joint plant-based technology platform for production of vaccines against Human Hepatitis viruses B (HBV) and C (HCV)” – Key person – EEA grant– 1.100.000 EUR




Other relevant professional experiences
(e.g. institutional responsibilities, organisation of scientific meetings, membership in academic societies, review boards, advisory boards, committees and major research or innovation collaborations, other commissions of trust in public or private sector)	 
	Year
	Description - Role 

	2012-
2012-

2020-

2012


2021
	ROCHEMBIONET network co-coordinator – National Network for Chemical Biology
High throughput screening platform co-coordinator in IBRA validated by EU-OPENSCREEN as an assay development site 
Member of IBAR scientific board
PhD student training, PhD thesis reviewer committees 
Member of national research institutes evaluation committee 
Ad hoc reviewer: Scientific Reports, Viruses, Antiviral Research, J. Immunol. Methods, Vaccine, Metabolites 
Prothanor Biotech Founder and Royal Engineering Academy Leaders in Innovation Fellowship (LIF) Global 2022 Alumni







C.2   Track record of the last 10 years 
	A list of the ten most important scientific outputs (publications, patents, technologies etc).
1. Nedelcu I, Florian P, Ion D, Militaru E, Damalan A, Popescu CI*, Hristea A. Dynamics of serum cross-neutralization capacity against SARS-CoV-2 Delta variant in convalescent COVID-19 patients. J Med Virol. 2024, 96: e29448.  – HTS and antiviral screening
2. Popescu MA, Patriche D, Dobrica MO, Pantazica AM, Flintoaca Alexandru PR, Rouillé Y, Popescu CI*, Branza-Nichita N*. Sac1 phosphatidylinositol 4-phosphate phosphatase is a novel host cell factor regulating hepatitis B virus particles assembly and release. FEBS J. 2022, 289:7486-7499.   – Lipid metabolism
3. Vlaicu O, Selescu T, Pastrama F, Munteanu C, Riva L, Dubuisson J, Rouille Y, Popescu CI*. Novel replicons and trans-encapsidation systems for Hepatitis C Virus proteins live imaging and virus-host interaction proteomics. J Virol Methods. 2017, 246:42-50.  – Lipid metabolism and proteomics
4. Popescu CI, Riva L, Vlaicu O, Farhat R, Rouillé Y, Dubuisson J*. Hepatitis C virus life cycle and lipid metabolism. Biology (Basel). 2014, 15:892-921 - Lipid metabolism 
5. Popescu CC, Stoian MC, Cucos LM, Coman AG, Radoi A, Paun A, Hădade ND, Gautier A, Popescu CI*, Matache M*. A polycarboxylic chelating ligand for efficient resin purification of His-tagged proteins expressed in mammalian systems. RSC Adv. 2020;10:23931-23935.  – chemical biology – complex protein purification
6. New Acyloxymethyl Ketones - Useful Probes for Cysteine Protease Profiling, A.G. Coman, C.C. Paraschivescu, N.D. Hadade, A. Juncu, O. Vlaicu, Popescu CI, M. Matache*, Synthesis-Stuttgart 2016, 48, 3917-3923. -chemical biology - antivirals
7.  Clarke JL, Paruch L, Dobrica MO, Caras I, Tucureanu C, Onu A, Ciulean S,Stavaru C, Eerde A, Wang Y, Steen H, Haugslien S, Petrareanu C, Lazar C, Popescu CI, Bock R, Dubuisson J, Branza-Nichita N. Lettuce-produced hepatitis C virus E1E2 heterodimer triggers immune responses in mice and antibody production afteroral vaccination. Plant Biotechnol J. 2017, 15, 1611-1621  – recombinant glycoprotein expression in plants for vaccine development
8. Dobrica MO, van Eerde A, Tucureanu C, Onu A, Paruch L, Caras I, Vlase E,Steen H, Haugslien S, Alonzi D, Zitzmann N, Bock R, Dubuisson J, Popescu CI, Stavaru C, Liu Clarke J, Branza-Nichita N. Hepatitis C virus E2 envelope glycoprotein produced in Nicotiana benthamiana triggers humoral response with virus-neutralizing activity in vaccinated mice. Plant Biotechnol J. 2021 ;19:2027-2039 - recombinant glycoprotein expression in plants for vaccine development
9.  Riva L, Spriet C, Barois N, Popescu CI, Dubuisson J, Rouillé Y. Comparative Analysis of Hepatitis C    
     Virus NS5A Dynamics and Localization in Assembly-Deficient Mutants. Pathogens. 2021;10, 172.  –  
      viral assembly imaging
      10. Assay automatization and High throughput screening technology in IBRA

21 ISI papers, IF>100, 550 citations, 11 first/corresponding author (*) , h=10 (WOS )




	
