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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
2018 - present: Research Scientist (CSll) at the Institute of Biochemistry, Romanian Academy,

Bucharest, Romania.
e Implementation of concepts and technologies in the field of molecular pharmacology

o Development of a functional screening platform for drug discovery projects
e Scientific supervision of PhD and Master’s students

2009 - 2018: Project Leader, Max-Planck-Institute for Heart and Lung Research, Bad
Nauheim, Germany.
e Design, supervision and execution of projects in the field of molecular pharmacology:

o data interpretation from biochemical and cell pharmacological studies
aimed at the identification of novel ligands at G-protein coupled receptors
(GPCRs).
o cellular assay development and optimization for high-throughput screening
of metabolites and compounds from natural sources.
e Training bachelor/Master’s/PhD students in biochemical, cellular and molecular
biology techniques.
® Managing collaborative work with laboratories from academia and industry.

2007 - 2008: Research Associate, Dorris Neuroscience Center, The Scripps Research
Institute, San Diego, California, USA.

e Design and execution of projects aimed at discovering membrane receptors that
mediate cellular effects of various biologically active lipids.

2006 - 2007: Postdoctoral Fellow, Emory School of Medicine, Emory University, Atlanta,


mailto:sorin.tunaru@googlemail.com

Georgia, USA.



EDUCATION
2001 - 2006: PhD Student at the Medical Faculty, University of Heidelberg, Germany

(supervisor: Prof. Dr. Stefan Offermanns). Doctoral thesis with the title: “Identification and
characterization of the nicotinic acid receptor” was awarded with summa cum laude.

1994 - 1999: B.Sc. in Biochemistry at the Faculty of Biology, University of Bucharest, Romania.,
B.Sc. thesis with the title: “Interaction between respiration and photosynthesis in
cyanobacteria” (supervisor: Prof. Dr. Maria-Luiza Flonta and Dr. loan |. Ardelean) was
defended in June 1999.

ADDITIONAL QUALIFICATIONS
2014: Course on Laboratory Animal Science — FELASA category B.

PATENTS
2004: Method to discover compounds with anti-hyperlipidemic activity based on their
interaction with the nicotinic acid receptor. German Patent DE10251244, April 2004.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

2009 - 2018: Organizer of the workshop: “Analysis of GPCR signaling” — a twice per year event,
consisting of three hours lecture and five hours experimental work. Audience: students from
different PhD programs affiliated to the Excellence Cluster in Cardiac and Pulmonary Research
(University of Heidelberg; Goethe University, Frankfurt am Main; University of Giessen and
the Max-Planck Institute for Heart and Lung Research, Bad Nauheim, Germany).

LANGUAGES
e English: fluent (speaking and writing)
e German: intermediate (speaking and writing)

MANAGERIAL EXPERIENCE
® Project Coordinator: ,Drug repurposing as a source of novel medication for type-2-
diabetes” PN-111-P2-2.1-PED-2019-5179, (2020 - 2022)

® Project Coordinator: ,,Next Generation of Drug Targets for Schizophrenia“, EEA RO-

NO, Romania-Norway Collaborative Research Projects (2021 — 2023)

® Project Coordinator: , Identification and Characterization of the CART-Neuropeptide
Receptor”, PN-III-P4-1D-PCE-2020-2411 (2021 -2023)

® Romanian Representative at the COST program “European Research Network on
Signal Transduction”, ERNEST, CA18133 (2019 - 2023)
Member of the Biological Section of the Romanian National Research Council (CNCS)

e Board Member of the Institute of Biochemistry, Romanian Academy, Bucharest,
Romania
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18.
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The leukotriene B4 receptors BLT1 and BLT2 form an antagonistic sensitizing system in
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type 2 diabetes.
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expressed by keratinocytes and COX-2-dependent prostanoid formation in mice.

J Clin Invest. 2010 Aug;120(8):2910-9. doi: 10.1172/JCI42273.
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An autocrine lactate loop mediates insulin-dependent inhibition of lipolysis through
GPR&1.
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octanoic acid and its role in the regulation of lipolysis.
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