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PROFESSIONAL PROFILES 
Researcher ID:  D-3207-2015   ORCID: 0000-0002-7532-5083     Grr              
h-index: 26 (Google Scholar); 22 (Scopus) 

EDUCATION 
2015  PhD in Geography, Faculty of Geography, University of Bucharest, Romania. 

▪ Thesis: Urban expansion in Romania: spatial characteristics and implications for landscape planning. 
▪ Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Ileana Pătru-Stupariu 

2012  Master in Environmental Sciences, Environmental Impact Assessment Programme, University of Bucharest, 
Romania.  

2010 Bachelor in Geography, Faculty of Geography, University of Bucharest, Romania. 

EXPERIENCE 
Since Feb 2023 Researcher in Land System Analysis, Swiss Federal Institute for Forest, Snow and Landscape Research (WSL), 

Land-use Systems Group, Switzerland. 

2018 – 2023 Postdoc Researcher & Lecturer, Centre for Environmental Research and Impact Studies & Faculty of 
Geography, University of Bucharest, Romania.  

2018 – 2019  Visiting Researcher, Centre for Global Change & Earth Observations (CGCEO) and College of Social Sciences, 
School of Planning, Design and Construction, Michigan State University, USA. 

2014 – 2017  Visiting PhD Student (2014-2015) and Postdoc Researcher (2016-2017), Swiss Federal Institute for Forest, 
Snow and Landscape Research (WSL), Landscape Ecology Group, Switzerland.  

2012 – 2015  Research assistant (2012- 2014) and PhD Student (2012-2015), Centre for Environmental Research and 
Impact Studies, University of Bucharest, Romania. 

FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS 
2018 – 2019  Fulbright Award to research at CGCEO and Michigan State University, USA.  

2018 Excellence Award for Young researchers in planning, Romanian Association of Planners.  

2017 Outstanding reviewer – awarded by Journal Ecological Indicators.  

2014 – 2015 SCIEX Fellowship for PhD students, Swiss Federal Research Institute (WSL). 

2011 – 2012 Excellence scholarship for scientific achievements, University of Bucharest. 

INVITED TALKS / EXPERT 
2023  Keynote speaker, Conference Landscape Ecology Beyond Borders, 28-30 Sep, Italy. 

2023  Invited speaker at Centre of Excellence Talks, Human-Environmental System Research Centre, Jagellonian 
University Poland, invitation Dr. Dominik Kaim, 11 May 2023 (1 h). 

2023 Invited speaker at Roundtable Resilience of local food systems, invitation from Euro-Atlantic Resilience 
Centre, Ministry of External Affairs, Romania, 11 April 2023, Bucharest (1 day). 

2022 Invited lecturer at Bochum International Seminar on the Transformation of Urban Spaces (BISTUS), 
invitation from Dr. Luis Inostroza at Geography Institute, Rhur Bochum University, Germany (1 week). 

2022  Invited Expert within technical seminar organized by DG Regio to prepare report for EU Commissioner for 
Cohesion and Reforms in the context of Regiostar Awards, a competition that aims at identifying good 
practices in regional and urban development; 23 Jun 2022, Brussels, Belgium. 

2021, 2022 Invited lecturer within Landscape Ecology course, invitations from Prof. Dr. Wenche Dramstad, Norwegian 
University of Life Sciences (20 min). 

2020  Invited webinar speaker and editorial co-author on the theme Contribution of green infrastructure to urban 
resilience organized by IUFRO (1 hour); resulted in an Editorial in Landscape Ecology.  

2019      Invited lecturer within Concepts and Issues in Planning and Development course, invitation from Prof. Dr. 
Peilei Fan, Michigan State University, School of Planning, Design and Construction (2 hours). 

Simona R. GRADINARU                                                                simona.gradinaru@wsl.ch 

Swiss Federal Institute for Forest, Snow and Landscape Research WSL 
Land-use Systems Group 

 

http://www.researcherid.com/rid/D-3207-2015
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7532-5083
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=lw8YP0IAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorId=56324699700&origin=recordpage
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10980-021-01212-y
mailto:simona.gradinaru@wsl.ch
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
ETH Zürich, Switzerland 
• Landscape patterns and processes (MSc, 5 ECTS), Lecture and seminar, taught together with others. Autumn 2023, 2024.  
• Landscape ecology (BSc, 3 ECTS), Lecture and seminar, taught together with others. Autumn 2023, 2024. 

• MOOC Landscape Ecology, Online https://www.edx.org/learn/environmental-science/eth-zurich-landscape-ecology. 

Rhur Bochum University, Germany 

• Strategic planning for urban regions, (MSc, 6 ECTS), Lecture and seminar, sole responsible. Autumn 2022. 

University of Bucharest, Romania 

• Project management (MSc, 4 ECTS), Lecture and seminar, taught together with others. Autumn 2022. 

• Fundaments in environmental policy (MSc, 4 ECTS), Lecture and seminar, sole responsible. Autumn 2019, 2020, 2021. 

• Monitoring of environmental policy (MSc, 3 ECTS), Lecture and seminar, sole responsible. Spring 2020, 2021, 2022. 

• Environmental geography (BSc, 4 ECTS), Seminar, sole responsible. Autumn 2021. 

• Landscape functional and structural analysis (MSc, 4 ECTS), Lecture and seminar, together with others. Autumn 2015. 

• Statistics for environment assessment (MSc, 6 ECTS), Seminar, sole responsible. Autumn 2013. 

• Introduction to landscape ecology (BSc, 3 ECTS), Seminar, taught together with others. Spring 2012, 2013, 2014. 

Summer Schools 

• Global farmland abandonment: patterns, drivers and implications; organized as part of the GLP Working Group on 
Agricultural land abandonment; University of Copenhagen. Co-organizer, Summer 2023. 

• Monitoring of environmental processes, organized by Environmental Sciences Department, University of Bucharest. 
Summer 2019, 2020, 2021. 

MENTORING OF DOCTORAL FELLOWS AND MASTER STUDENTS  
PhD students: co-supervisor 

ETH Zurich and WSL: Daniels Saakjans (ongoing; contribution to writing one scientific paper), Franziska Schmidt 
(defenced in 2024; contribution to writing one scientific paper), Simona Bacau (defenced 2021, advised on data 
availability for the study area, contribution to writing one scientific paper), Sophie Rudolf (defenced 2017, 
contributed to writing two scientific papers).  

University of Bucharest: Anca Georgiana Vasilescu (ongoing, member of PhD advisory committee), Nicu Alexandu Gilea 
(ongoing, member of PhD advisory committee), Raluca Slave (expected defence 2025; main advisor for one 
scientific paper), Denisa Badiu (defended 2016, assisted in 2016 on selection of methods and analysis, contributed 
to writing one scientific paper). 

Master students: main supervisor or co-supervisor 
ETH Zurich and WSL: Ann Solveig Krouthen (main supervisor, 2025). 
University of Bucharest: 
Main supervisor of Giorgiana Barbu and Costin Stama for a 1-month research internship on Mapping short food supply 

chains in urban areas (March 2022). 
Main supervisor of Amina Hadni for a 2-months research internship on Food security policy within the European Union 

(June – July 2021); served as main supervisor of her master thesis and was member of the evaluation committee 
during the defence at Université Paris-Nanterre, France.  

Co-supervisor for: Monica Paraschiv (2021, now PhD student), Larissa Stoia (2019, now PhD student), Teodora Tataru 
(2019), Alexandra Vrânceanu (2018), Diana Panzaru (2017). 

Prizes won by coordinated students: 2022 – ApaNova prize for research on provision of urban services at National Geography 
Students Symposium (Giorgiana Barbu, Costin Stama); 2021 – 3rd Place at National Geography Students 
Symposium, Romania (Monica Paraschiv); 2020 – 3rd Place at Conference for young researchers, Romania (Monica 
Paraschiv); 2017 –  Best student paper – award by Geography Institute of Romanian Academy of Science (Diana 
Panzaru).  

INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Since 2023 Co-leader of the Swiss Landscape Monitoring Program LABES  together a representative of the Swiss 
Federal Office for the Environment. 

Since 2023  Coordinator of WSL Group Green in urban and peri-urban environments.  

2022 – 2023 Editor of the policy brief series of the Centre for Environmental Research and Impact Studies – publication 
dedicated to decision-makers and practitioners https://ccmesi.ro/?page_id=2089  

https://www.edx.org/learn/environmental-science/eth-zurich-landscape-ecology
https://ccmesi.ro/?page_id=2089
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2019 – 2022 Contribution to Curriculum development, Master Programme Environmental Policies for Sustainable 
Development, University of Bucharest. 

2019 – 2022 Co-organizer of field activities, Faculty of Geography, University of Bucharest. 

ACTIVE ROLE IN PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
Since 2022           Co-leader – Working group Landscape planning, International Association for Landscape Ecology (IALE); My 

role: co-organization of symposia dedicated to landscape planning withing IALE scientific events.  

Since 2021 Co-founder – Working group on Agricultural land abandonment, Global Land Project. My role: co-

organization of a webinar on state-of-the-art research and existing research gaps, collaboration on joint 

scientific papers. 

Since 2017 Secretary General of IALE-Europe – the European branch of International Association for Landscape Ecology. 

My role: involvement in organization of scientific activities, communication with members.  

ORGANISATION OF SCIENTIFIC MEETINGS  

Symposium on Planning approaches to reconcile growing and emergent demands on landscapes, European Landscape Ecology 
European 2025, Bratislava, Slovakia (15 speakers); Lead-organizer.. 

Workshop on Advancing collaboration on the topic of green in urban and peri-urban environments:  bridging human and 
environmental perspectives, WSL Research Day 2025, Davos; Lead-organizer. 

Symposium on Innovative planning and policy approaches for sustainable urbanized landscapes, Landscape Ecology World 
Congress 2023, Nairobi, Kenya (25 speakers); Lead-organizer. 

Symposium on Productive urban and peri-urban landscapes – benefits, co-benefits and new modes of planning – PART II, 
Landscape Ecology World Congress 2023, Nairobi, Kenya (12 speakers); Co-organizer. 

Symposium on Planning and policy approaches for future landscapes, European Landscape Ecology Congress 2022, Warsaw, 
Poland (12 speakers), Lead organiser. 

Symposium Productive urban and peri-urban landscapes – benefits, co-benefits and new modes of planning, European 
Landscape Ecology Congress 2022, Warsaw (26 speakers); Co-organizer. 

Webinar Agricultural land abandonment as a global land use phenomenon , 13 Dec 2021 (online), within Global Land Project 
(22 participants); Co-organizer. 

Young Researchers Webinar Series serves as platform for young landscape ecologists to present and receive feedback on their 
work, meet journal editors and potential employers; Jan to Oct 2021 (133 participants in total); Initiator and Lead-
organizer.  

Symposium on Strategic planning: novel ways to couple ecological sciences and territorial governance , Landscape Ecology 
World Congress 2019, Milan, Italy (42 speakers); Co-organizer. 

Symposium Innovating teaching and learning landscape ecology to address the challenges of the Anthropocene , Landscape 
Ecology World Congress 2019, Milan, Italy (20 participants); resulted in Living Special Issue on Education in landscape 
ecology hosted by Landscape Online; Co-organizer and Guest Editor. 

Expert Workshop The impact of strategic spatial plans on land change in urban regions: debating plan-making and plan-
implementation, 9-10 Nov 2017, WSL, Birmensdorf, Switzerland (27 participants); Co-organizer. 

Symposium Strategic planning – a way of incorporating landscape thinking into regional development , European Landscape 
Ecology Congress 2027, Ghent, Belgium (32 speakers); Lead organiser. 

MEMBERSCHIP IN EVALUATION BOARDS AND COMMITTES 

Member of PhD evaluation committee: Noemi Rota, Department of Earth and Env. Sciences at University Milano-Biccoca 
(2024). 

Scientific Steering Committee of the European Landscape Ecology Congress 2022, 2025. 

Evaluator of research proposals, Programme Exploratory Research Projects, Romanian National Research Council (2024). 

Evaluator of proposals within Mentoring Programme feM-LEAD aimed at supporting women, ETH Domain, (2024). 

Editorial Board of the journals Landscape Ecology (since 2023) and Landscape Online (since 2019). 

Jury member for Excellence Award for Young researchers in planning, Romanian Association of Planners, (2023). 

Evaluator of implementation proposals for the European Gren Belt, EURONATUR Stiftung (2022, 2023, 2024). 

Jury member for RegioStars Awards, European Commission's Directorate-General for Regional and Urban policy (2021). 

https://landscape-ecology.org/page-18081
https://glp.earth/how-we-work/working-groups/agricultural-land-abandonment-global-land-use-change-phenomenon
https://iale-europe.eu/european-association-landscape-ecology
https://www.landscape-online.org/index.php/lo/education_in_LE
https://www.landscape-online.org/index.php/lo/education_in_LE


Page 4 of 8 

 

Research project evaluator, Postdoc Programme, Latvian State Education Development Agency, (2020).  

Recurrent reviewer for 20+ journals, E.g., Landscape and Urban Planning, Nature Scientific Reports, Ecosystem Services, 
Ecological Indicators, Land Use Policy, Urban Forestry & Urban Greening, International Journal of 
Environmental Research and Public Health, Transactions in GIS, Landscape Online. 

CONTINUING EDUCATON, TRAINING AND QUALIFICATIONS  
Professional development: Workshop Self-Marketing skills – indispensable to boost your career within Fix the leaky pipeline 

program, lecturer Monika Clausen, 21-22 Jun 2023, Zurich, Switzerland. 

Swiss Spatial Planning System: Verband vur Raumplanung VLP-ASPAN : Introduction à l`aménagement du territoire (course 
held in French), 13-27 Nov 2014, Lausanne, Switzerland. 

Grant writing and funding acquisition: Q&A about ERC grant writing, training by Dr. Alina-Maria Tomoiaga, 16 Apr 2019, 
Bucharest; Successful fund acquisition for researchers - intensive workshop, WSL Birmensdorf & EUrelations, 25 and 
27 Feb 2015, Birmensdorf, Switzerland. 

ENGAGEMENT WITH PUBLIC AUTHORITIES AND OTHER STAKEHOLDERS 

Meeting and discussion on the further development of LABES at the Federal Office for the Environment; My role: contribute 
to LABES 3+ Concept Paper, discussion with FOEN actors (ongoing, since 2023). 

Evaluation and report provided to the Romanian Ministry of Regional Development on the use of urban growth boundaries by 
local governments for containment of built-up expansion (2022). 

Technical assistance for the development of the first National Action Plan in Romania on management of invasive species; 
work conducted for the Romanian Ministry of Environment; My role: technical assistance on analysis of pathways of 
introduction, role of abandoned lands in spread of invasive species, proposals of mitigation measures (2021).  

Ex-post evaluation of project implemented by Romanian National Agency of Land Registration on mapping Romania using 
Lidar technology, financed within Environment Programme under EEA and Norway Grants. My role: evaluation of 
implementation, field visits, provision of recommendations for improving the outcomes; resulted in report for EU 
Financial Mechanism Office’s (2020).  

Technical assistance for development of General Urban Plans for urban municipalities (Craiova, Calarasi, Eforie, Otopeni); My 
role: technical assistance on environmental impact assessment of proposed planning objectives, proposal of measures 
to ensure sustainable planning of the cities (since 2019). 

Technical assistance provided to Buzau County Council (Romania) on implementation of Management Plans of Natura 2000 
sites ROSCIOT9O Penteleu and ROSCI229 Siriu; My role: contribution to the feasibility study addressing the impact 
assessment of proposed management measures, financial cost estimation, proposal of management alternatives. 

LANGUAGE SKILLS  
Romanian: mother tongue.  German: intermediate, B1 – listening, reading, speaking; 

telc-Zertifikat B1, obtained December 2023. English: proficient, C1 – listening, reading, speaking.  

French: beginner, A2 reading, A1–listening and speaking.  Italian: beginner, A2 – listening and reading, A1 – speaking. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Presentation on the use of Landsat imagery for vegetation detection to a team of Romanian secondary school students taking 

part in the AstroPi Mission Space Lab by European Space Agency, 5 Jan 2022, Bucharest, Romania. 

Volunteer at East Lansing Environmental Stewardship Program on removing problematic invasive plant species in parks and 
replacing them with native species, Oct 2018 – Jan 2019, East Lansing, Michigan, USA. 

Project manager of Bouldering@WSL project involving organization, funding acquisition and construction of a bouldering 
(climbing) facility at the Swiss Federal Institute WSL, 2016-2017, Birmensdof, Switzerland. 

https://www.google.com/maps/@47.3625703,8.4572755,3a,75y,264.32h,85.74t/data=!3m8!1e1!3m6!1sAF1QipMhwasLwJJouD7auIXnzPgezf-jex5sLInYcis!2e10!3e11!6shttps:%2F%2Flh5.googleusercontent.com%2Fp%2FAF1QipMhwasLwJJouD7auIXnzPgezf-jex5sLInYcis%3Dw203-h100-k-no-pi-0-ya69.0025-ro-0-fo100!7i8704!8i4352
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FUNDING ACQUISITION 

 
Funded research projects (in competition) 
2025  Swiss National Science Foundation within Driving Urban Transitions, UNSEAL - Understanding and 

enabling the transition towards reverting soil sealing for improving urban biodiversity and nature-based 
solutions, Swiss Federal Research Institute WSL; 3 years (Project Deputy and PI for Swiss partner).  

2020 – 2022  Romanian National Science Foundation (UEFISCDI), Integrating food provision into urban policies in the 
context of land use transformation and displacement, postdoctoral grant, University of Bucharest; 2 years 
(PI and main applicant). 

2021  ESPON EGTC, Local decision-making models in planning of urbanization in Romania, University of 
Bucharest; 6 months (PI and main applicant). 

2018 – 2019  Fulbright Commission, Contribution of spatial planning strategies to urbanisation patterns: a multi-
temporal spatial assessment for Romania; Michigan State University, Center for Global Change and Earth 
Observations; 4 months (PI and main applicant). 

2018 – 2020 Romanian National Science Foundation , Conceptualizing urbanization as driver of land abandonment; 
postdoctoral grant, University of Bucharest, 2 years (PI and main applicant). 

2018  Romanian National Science Foundation, Researcher mobility project for a visit at Technical University of 
Lisbon for organisation of the IALE World Congress; three days (PI and main applicant). 

2014 – 2015  Scientific Exchange Programme NMSCH (SCIEX) Modelling Urban Sprawl and its Effect on Landscape 
Pattern; PhD grant for conducting research at the Swiss Federal Research Institute WSL; 1-year (PI). 

 
Educational projects in schools 

2016  One Landscape, Two stories: People and Birds; funded by HeidelbergCement, Mar–Sept 2016. 3,000 €. (Co-

Applicant). 

2014  In site learning. Studying biodiversity at the quarry, funded by HeidelbergCement, Feb–Sept 2014. 1,500 €. (Main 

Applicant and Project Manager). 

 

Community project 

Bouldering@WSL: construction of a climbing and bouldering facility at the Swiss Federal Research Institute WSL, funded by 

WSL Directorate; Sept. 2016–Sept. 2017; 10,000 CHF. (Main Applicant and Project Manager) 

 
 
POSITION IN RESERCH PROJECTS COORDINATED BY OTHERS 
2024 – 2025 Swiss Federal Office for the Environment - Aktualisierung und Weiterentwicklung LABES 2024-2025. 

(researcher). 

2021 – 2022  Regional Development Fund – The Large Infrastructure Operational Programme 2014-2020 (POIM), 
Invasive species management in Romania according to REGULATION (EU) 1143/2014 on the prevention 
and management of the introduction and spread of invasive alien species, (researcher) 

2020 – 2021  Romanian National Science Foundation (UEFISCDI) – PI – Diana Onose, Contribution of small urban 
green infrastructure in achieving environmental justice, University of Bucharest (postdoc). 

2020 – 2021  Romanian National Science Foundation (UEFISCDI), PI – Alina Hossu, Developing novel collaborative 
planning approaches to increase cities sustainability, University of Bucharest (postdoc). 

2016 – 2017  ERC Consolidator Grant, PI - Anna Hersperger, From plans to land change: how strategic spatial planning 
contributes to the development of urban regions (postdoc) 

2012 – 2015  Romanian National Science Foundation (UEFISCDI), DYNAHU - Dynamic interaction between the natural 
and human components based on the synergy of ecological and socio-economic factors in the rapidly 
urbanizing landscapes, University of Bucharest (PhD student). 

Funding acquisition and research projects                                                       
 

https://www.quarrylifeaward.cz/node/30056
https://www.quarrylifeaward.cz/node/322
https://www.google.com/maps/@47.3625703,8.4572755,3a,75y,264.32h,85.74t/data=!3m8!1e1!3m6!1sAF1QipMhwasLwJJouD7auIXnzPgezf-jex5sLInYcis!2e10!3e11!6shttps:%2F%2Flh5.googleusercontent.com%2Fp%2FAF1QipMhwasLwJJouD7auIXnzPgezf-jex5sLInYcis%3Dw203-h100-k-no-pi-0-ya69.0025-ro-0-fo100!7i8704!8i4352
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PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS 
Slave R., Popa A.M., Onose A.D., Esmail B.A., Albert C., Hossu A., Ioja C., Gradinaru, S.R., (2025). Evaluating trends in the 

consideration of urban green space in strategic spatial planning: Insights from Romania. Landscape and Urban 
Planning 263, 105425.  

Gavrilidis, A. A., Zakerhaghighi, K., Popa, A. M., Akbarian, S. Z., Onose, D. A., Gradinaru, S. R., & Slave, R. A. (2024). 
Perceptions of cultural ecosystem services provision by small public urban green spaces: perspectives from different 
cultural backgrounds. Urban Ecosystems, 1-18. 

Mitincu, C. G., Gradinaru S.R., Iojă I. C., Hartel T., van Lierop M., Hossu C. A. (2023). The public consultation is open: insights 
from Urban Green Infrastructure planning in Romania. Urban Forestry & Urban Greening, 127985. 

Gradinaru S.R., Onose D. A, Oliveira E., Slave A. R, Popa A. M., Gavrilidis A. A. (2023). Equity in urban greening: Evidence 
from strategic planning in Romania. Landscape and Urban Planning 230: 104614. 

Gradinaru S.R., Ioja C.I. Paraschiv M., Van Vliet J. (2023). Conflicting interests between local governments and the European 
target of no land take. Environmental Science & Policy 142: 1-11. 

Pop I.M., Gradinaru S.R., Popescu D.V., Iojă I.C., (2023) Emergency-line calls as an indicator of human-wildlife interactions 
in the urban fabric. Ecosphere 14 (2): e4418. 

Slave R.A., Iojă I.C., Hossu C.A., Gradinaru S.R., Petrișor A.I., Hersperger A. (2023). Assessing Public Opinion Using Self-
Organizing Maps. Lessons from Urban Planning in Romania, Landscape and Urban Planning 231: 104641. 

Sirbu C, Miu I., Gavrilidis A., Gradinaru S.R., Niculae I., Preda C., Oprea A., Urziceanu M., Camen Comanesc P., Nagoda E., 
Sirbu I., Memedemin D., Anastasiu P. (2022). Distribution and pathways of introduction of invasive alien plant species 
in Romania. Neobiota 75: 79-82. 

Gavrilidis A.A., Popa A.M., Onose D.A., Gradinaru S.R. (2022) Planning small for winning big: small urban green space 
distribution patterns in an expanding city. Urban Forestry & Urban Greening 78: 127787. 

Kaim D., Ziolkowska E., Gradinaru S.R, Pazur R. (2022). Assessing the suitability of urban-oriented land cover products for 
mapping rural settlements, International Journal of Geographical Information Science. doi: 
10.1080/13658816.2022.2075877. 

Pamukcu-Albers, P., Ugolini, F., La Rosa, D., Gradinaru, S. R., Azevedo, J. C., & Wu, J. (2021). Building green infrastructure to 
enhance urban resilience to climate change and pandemics. Landscape Ecology 36: 665-672. Number 1 in Top-10 
Full-Text Article Requests in 2022 in Landscape Ecology Journal.  

Hersperger, A. M., Gradinaru, S. R., Daunt, A. B. P., Imhof, C. S., & Fan, P. (2021). Landscape ecological concepts in planning: 
review of recent developments. Landscape Ecology 36, 2329-2345. 

Gradinaru S.R., Ioja C.I., Vanau G.O., Onose D. A. (2020) Multi-dimentionality of land transformation: from definition to 
perspectives on land abandonment, Carpathian Journal of Earth and Environmental Sciences 15 (1), 167-177  

Gradinaru, S.R., Fan, P., Iojă, C. I., Niță, M. R., Suditu, B., Hersperger, A. M. (2020). Impact of national policies on patterns 
of built-up development: an assessment over three decades. Land Use Policy, 94, 104510. 

Hersperger, A. M., Gradinaru, S.R., Siedentop, S. (2020). Towards a better understanding of land conversion at the urban-
rural interface: planning intentions and the effectiveness of growth management. Journal of Land Use Science, 1-8.  

Bacău, S., Gradinaru, S.R., & Hersperger, A. M. (2020). Spatial plans as relational data: Using social network analysis to assess 
consistency among Bucharest’s planning instruments. Land Use Policy, 92, 104484. 

Semančíková, E., Gradinaru, S. R., Aubrechtová, T., & Hersperger, A. M. (2020). Framing fragmentation in strategic policy 
documents in spatial planning and environmental domains: differences and similarities. Journal of Environmental 
Planning and Management, 63(3), 415-432. 

Pătru-Stupariu, I., Hossu, C. A., Gradinaru, S.R., Nita, A., Stupariu, M. S., Huzui-Stoiculescu, A., Gavrilidis, A. A. (2020). A 
Review of Changes in Mountain Land Use and Ecosystem Services: From Theory to Practice. Land, 9(9), 336.  

Hersperger, A. M., Bürgi, M., Wende, W., Bacău, S., Gradinaru, S.R. (2020). Does landscape play a role in strategic spatial 
planning of European urban regions?. Landscape and Urban Planning, 194, 103702.  

Gradinaru S.R., Kienast F., Psomas A. (2019) Using multi-seasonal Landsat imagery for rapid identification of abandoned 
agricultural land in areas affected by urban sprawl, Ecological Indicators 96: 79-86. 

Gradinaru S.R., Hersperger A.M. (2019) Green infrastructure in strategic spatial plans: Evidence from European urban 
regions. Urban Forestry and Urban Greening 40, 17-28.   

Hersperger, A. M., Gradinaru, S.R., Oliveira, E., Pagliarin, S., Palka, G. (2019). Understanding strategic spatial planning to 
effectively guide development of urban regions. Cities, 94, 96-105. 

Publications and talks                                                  
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van Vliet, J., Verburg, P. H., Gradinaru, S. R., & Hersperger, A. M. (2019). Beyond the urban-rural dichotomy: Towards a 
more nuanced analysis of changes in built-up land. Computers, Environment and Urban Systems, 74, 41-49. 

Gradinaru S.R., Triboi R., Ioja C.I., Artmann M. (2018) Contribution of agriculture to urban sustainability: Insights from 
pastoral activities in Bucharest and its peri-urban area. Habitat International 82, 62-71.  

Hersperger A.M., Oliveira E., Pagliarin S., Palka G., Verburg P., Bolliger J., Gradinaru, S.R. (2018) Urban land-use change: the 
role of strategic spatial planning. Global Environmental Change 51: 32-42., Paper Highly cited in the field according 
to Web of Science. 

Palka G., Gradinaru S.R., Jørgensen G., Hersperger A.M. (2018) Visualizing planning intentions: from heterogeneous 
information to maps, Journal of Geovisualization and Spatial Analysis 2 (2), 16. 

Niță M.R, Onose D., Gavrilidis A.A., Gradinaru S.R., Năstase I., Lafortezza R., (2018) Using local knowledge and sustainable 
transport to promote a greener city. Environmental Research 160: 331-338.  

Iojă I.C., Osaci-Costache G., Breuste J., Hossu C. A., Gradinaru S. R., Onose D. A., Nită M.R. Skokanová, H. (2018). Integrating 
urban blue and green areas based on historical evidence.  Urban Forestry and Urban Greening 34: 217-225.  

Gradinaru S.R., Iojă C.I., Pătru-Stupariu I., Hersperger A.M. (2017), Are spatial planning objectives reflected in the evolution 
of urban landscape patterns? A framework for the evaluation of spatial planning outcomes. Sustainability 9(8): 1279.  

Rudolf S., Gradinaru S.R. (2017) The quality and implementation of local plans: an integrated evaluation. Environment and 
Planning B, doi.org/10.1177/2399808317737070  

Rudolf S., Gradinaru S.R., Hersperger A.M. (2017), Impact of state planning mandates on local plans: a multimethod 
assessment applied to Switzerland. European Planning Studies 25(12): 2192-2211. 

Badiu L.D., Iojă C.I., Pătroescu M., Breuste J., Artmann M., Niță M.R., Gradinaru S.R., Hossu A.C., Onose D.A. (2016) Is urban 
green space per capita a valuable target to achieve cities` sustainability goals? Romania as a case study. Ecological 
Indicators 70: 53-66 

Gradinaru S.R, Iojă I.C., Onose D.A., Gavrilidis A.A, Pătru - Stupariu I., Kienast F., Hersperger A.M., (2015), Land 
abandonment as a precursor of built-up development at the sprawling periphery of former socialist cities, Ecological 
Indicators 57: 303-315.  
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