                                                           Abstract 

This habilitation thesis, entitled Towards an integrative identity of Romanian literary studies, records in a documented and systematic way the course of my didactic, intellectual and scientific career, as well as the original results obtained by me before and (especially) after conferring the title of doctor of sciences philological (2007) and until now. It also includes, in accordance with the legislation in force (Methodology regarding the organization and conduct of the process of obtaining the qualification certificate) the evolution and development plan of the professional, scientific and academic career.

The main directions of my professional, didactic and research activity are followed, in a modular structure, embodied in personal contributions that interest the field of literary studies, with subfields such as literary history, literary theory, comparative literature, the history of ideas or cultural studies. The presentation is based on original didactic achievements, resulting from the above-mentioned activities or related to them. Instead of focusing on a predilection (and representative) research topic, I preferred - given the diversity of my concerns in the field - to focus on the attitude that underlines all these concerns in a personal project and on its implicit pedagogy: a "pedagogy of complexity", subsumed by a credo aimed at the dynamic integration of the tools specific to Romanian literary studies in a flexible approach, adapted to the new trends and challenges of the contemporary world.
The volumes and studies that I have published so far - those about the avant-garde, modernism and the young interwar generation or the monographs dedicated to some representative writers (George Bacovia, in perspective: Mihail Sadoveanu and Geo Bogza), the contributions from several collective volumes about culture and Romanian literature during the communist period, the work tools with a synthesis character to which I collaborated, the encyclopedias and didactic aids to which I contributed, the various research projects in which I was or am involved, the rich publicistic-media activity (carried out, from over almost three decades, in print, audiovisual or social media), didactic and editorial efforts, all illustrate an intellectual identity and a professional commitment. A key term in this sense is multiconnectivity. The interest for interdisciplinarity, for the integration of the culture and literature of ethnic minorities or for pop culture also belongs to this horizon. There is also the constant interest in cultural evaluation and dissemination, manifested at the level of actions to promote Romanian literature abroad through the training of young translators or in other ways (collaborations on volumes and publications published outside Romania, participation in translation selection commissions, the interest in exportable cultural areas of local literature), through sustained collaborations with the most important heritage institutions in Romania and the use, in this sense, of the most diverse media media. From the beginning, my contributions were intended to respond, in one way or another, to the needs of a literary and cultural field in the process of being redefined, under the pressure of the technological revolution and globalization.
The identity crisis of literary history (and historiography) - which has been discussed for a long time - the status difficulties faced, in recent decades, by the field of specialized studies and the literary institution as a whole, the crisis of training young people in the spirit of culture general, with direct effects on the training of new specialists in literature, the logistical and methodological difficulties of managing the national literary heritage in the era of post- and transnational globalization, impose the urgency of developing open, integrative, pragmatic and, as far as possible, attractive visions of literary studies . The relevance of my approach has, under this aspect, not only an implicit theoretical character, but also a pragmatic one, through the multitude of ways of involvement in the functioning of the autochthonous literary system: they have always been oriented towards the benefit of the academic community, experts, but also the public general-cultivated, aiming at the renegotiation of the place and, as far as possible, the rehabilitation of the role of (Romanian) literature in today's society. The directions for the development of my academic and professional career, with everything they imply, are registered on the coordinates of the mentioned project.

I have chosen to present the qualification thesis in an ensemble organized in four parts, as follows:

I. Professional experience (academic and teaching).

I begin by exposing my university/academic path since graduating (in 1998) from the Faculty of Letters of the University of Bucharest, the Romanian-French section (1997), from Advanced Studies in the field (1998) and obtaining a doctorate in Philology ( 2007) until now, insisting also on my training within the faculty and my debut in the cultural press of that period. I also present, in the following, my activity in the field of postgraduate studies (graduated in 2013) and, in addition to the activity at the Department of Literature of Bucharest (later to become the Department of Literary Studies), I presented the research activity carried out, from 2011, within the Institute of History and Literary Theory "G. Călinescu" from Bucharest.
In addition to the author's volumes published during this interval, which benefit from detailed presentations, including their critical reception, I also exhibited my contributions within the framework of research projects in the Institute, including the second edition, substantially revised and added, of the General Dictionary of Romanian Literature (under the coordination of the academician Eugen Simion), where I made a significant contribution, and the Chronology of Romanian Literary Life 1990-2000, as well as the European projects in which I participated or in which I am currently participating. I also insisted on disseminating the results of these efforts as well as on my path in the field of specialized publications; I mentioned, among others, the activity of editor of the weekly Observator cultural (2000-2005), of the monthly Caiete criticale (since 2016) and as editor-in-chief of the Journal of History and Literary Theory of the "G. Călinescu" (from 2022). My university and research activity, that of cultural animator (cenacles, reading circles) and literary critic at the main profile magazines in Romania, membership in various associations and creative unions (Union of Writers in Romania, Association of General Literature and Comparătă - where I was one of the founding members), intra-university working groups (Interdisciplinary Center "Tudor Vianu" within the Faculty of Letters of the University of Bucharest), collaborations with other leading cultural institutions (Romanian Academy, Romanian Cultural Institute , the National Museum of Romanian Literature, etc.) was also considered. In teaching terms, the presences so far in the commissions for awarding teaching degrees in pre-university education, in doctoral or promotion commissions for research positions will also be taken into account. Similarly - the courses held, for almost two decades, within the Romanian Cultural Institute, for the training of translators in training - subsumable to concerns aimed at the promotion and export of Romanian literature outside the country -, the presence in evaluation committees of some research projects within the Academy Romanian or the evaluation, for several years, under the auspices of the Romanian Language Institute, of Romanian language lecturers from abroad within job-specific competition committees.
I. Relevant academic and scientific contributions

In this section, I presented my research work as follows:

A) Research activity – authored volumes. My research interests have so far resulted in six authored volumes, seven co-authored volumes, and more than twenty chapters in collective volumes. They are articulated around several major horizons of concern:

1. The history and issues of the interwar Romanian avant-garde, at the confluence with other directions and cultural models. The author's volumes The Romanian Vanguard and the Periphery Complex belong to this problematic area. The first "wave" (2007), Contemporary. The History of an Avant-Garde Magazine (2007) and Communicating Vessels. (Inter)faces of the interwar Romanian avant-garde (2018), alongside collective volumes (illustrated by personal chapters) as well as through constant collaboration with the periodical Caietele avangardei (where I also perform the function of editor).

2. Literary modernity in interwar Romania. Here can be recorded volumes such as Retro Modernism in the interwar Romanian novel (2009) and Interwar Romanian Existentialism (2013), along with other related studies, some - included in collective volumes or in prestigious publications and prepared to be included in other volumes of author.

3. Literature and literary/cultural institutions during the communist regime in Romania. My participation, together with academics Ion Manolescu, Angelo Mitchievici and Ioan Stanomir, in group volumes such as In Search of Lost Communism (2001), Explorations in Romanian Communism (2004, 2005, 2008), A Lost World. Personal histories followed by a dialogue with H.-R. Patapievici (2004), as well as the presence of profile studies in several collective volumes (including Viața cotidiană en communismus, coordinated by the late professor Adrian Neculau), participation in various conferences, documentary films, etc. illustrates this horizon of concerns, active especially in the period 2000-2010, when it stimulated the "refreshing" of methodological approaches applied to the current era.
Critical and historical-literary monographs dedicated to some authors with a key role in the autochthonous literary canon and multiple implications regarding the identity of Romanian culture; I mention here the volumes Bacovia and Noul Regim al literaturii (2022) and Sadoveanu and the lights of the East (in progress), from which I have published, in recent years, several fragments/studies in specialized periodicals in Romania and abroad. Also, the ongoing project of monographing and critical editing of Geo Bogza's literature from the period 1924-1947.

5. Participation in collective projects of historical-literary "infrastructure", illustrated by work tools with a synthesis character: the second edition, revised and substantially added, of the General Dictionary of Romanian Literature (8 vols.; coordinator: acad. Eugen Simion) or the Chronology of Romanian Literary Life 1990-2000 (6 vols.; coordinator: acad. Eugen Simion), along with other efforts currently being prepared (such as the Dictionary of Literary and Cultural Terms coordinated by acad. Mircea Martin).

B). Research activity - studies and articles. We have reported here the studies published in SCOPUS (), ERIH Plus () or BDI indexed journals, chapters in collective books (), articles in non-indexed specialized journals (), as well as participation in various national and international conferences and symposia.

C) Research activity - citations and reviews. I have inventoried the citations () and reviews () of my volumes and studies as comprehensively as possible, although without pretensions to exhaustiveness, indicating each time the author, publication, and work cited or commented upon. Presence in public libraries and national and international databases was also considered.

D) Prizes. I have selected the fifteen most relevant national awards obtained over the years for my books or for scientific work as a whole.

III. Academic and professional career development plan. Directions for research/teaching/practical applications and possible courses of action for their instrumentalisation.

The plan considers both didactic (university) and scientific (research) activity through the following elements:
A. The efficiency of teaching performance and the relationship with research

The interconnection between the actual didactic field and research constitutes one of the priority objectives of my approach. With regard to the didactic activity in the strict technical sense of the word, the plan envisages the development of new courses in addition to the existing ones and the publication of new course materials, the stimulation of students' research practice, involvement in the organization of educational colloquiums or symposia , participation in the compilation of specialized manuals and useful auxiliaries, initiation of workshops or working groups on themes of history of literary ideas or history of criticism, involvement of master's and doctoral students in collaboration on specialized publications that I deal with (among these: History and Literary Theory Magazine, Avangardei Notebooks). The choice of less explored and more promising fields for the development of bachelor's, master's or doctoral theses will also be taken into account.

B. Expanding and strengthening areas of expertise

 In order to cover my areas of interest, the plan envisages the completion of ongoing research projects in which I am involved (be it collective projects or individual volumes); among these I mention the monographs about M. Sadoveanu and Geo Bogza, the critical editing of some avant-garde authors, the dictionaries and anthologies that I am working on within the Institute of History and Literary Theory "G. Călinescu", the school textbook for the use of foreign students, the new studies on the interwar period and on the autochthonous cultural relationship between disease and literature.
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