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Abstract

The habilitation thesis entitled “Cultural Memory, Religious Phenomena, Modernity”
presents the main scientific, didactic, and institutional achievements, alongside future research and
academic development plans that underpin the request for obtaining the habilitation certificate in
the field of cultural studies. A chronological approach was chosen to illustrate the diversity of
pursuits and the challenges faced throughout a career that is atypical but characteristic of the

generation of the 1990s, which had to constantly reinvent itself to rediscover its original vocation.

For each development stage, a structured method was employed: first, the general
framework of research and professional activities was outlined, followed by the results achieved,
including books, major articles, conference presentations, and documentary films. Some passages
from my works are quoted verbatim—though sparingly and without alteration—with the hope that
their integration into the main body of the thesis enhances understanding of the original spirit of
the research effort. When citing works, I prioritized original editions and high-quality Romanian
translations of key authors where available. All translations of citations included in the thesis are

my own.

The first part of the thesis focuses on the period following the defense of my doctoral
dissertation at the University of Geneva in the summer of 2004, within the Faculty of Letters. This
was followed by a postdoctoral fellowship at Laval University between 2004 and 2006, under the
“Pierre Nora” scholarship awarded by the Canadian Government and the Agence Universitaire de
la Francophonie (AUF). My research during this period focused on cultural memory and its social
frameworks, particularly religious memory within Orthodox Christianity. This postdoctoral stage
provided access to extensive research resources and numerous academic opportunities. The
outcomes of this period include an analytical volume on religious memory, a literary volume,

several articles, and conference presentations.



The period 2006-2008 was primarily devoted to studying the memorial legacy of
communism and conducting ethnographic research on its “memorial sites,” producing articles,
conference presentations, and documentary films, as well as analyzing differences between
memorial policies in Western Europe and Romania. I my academic teaching career, I conducted a
course and seminar on social memory at the National University of Political Studies and Public
Administration (SNSPA) in Bucharest. Building on my reflections on memory and the extreme
volatility of Romanian memorial sites, I produced a documentary film exploring the interplay
between social and religious memory. This section also includes a description of my contributions
to the major Francophonie Summit in Bucharest (September 2006), a valuable opportunity to
develop organizational and communication skills while participating in a high-level academic

event focused on public space and memory at the accompanying scientific colloquium.

During 2006-2007, I highlight how the Fernand Braudel research grant, funded by EHESS
Paris and the City of Paris, profoundly influenced my academic career. This period included my
encounter with the works and courses of sociologist Daniéle Hervieu-Léger, a leading figure in the
study of the relationship between religion and modernity, whose ideas significantly shaped my
research. This period also saw the Romanian publication of my doctoral thesis, Church, State,
Society in the 1930s, by Polirom Publishing House in lasi.
The 2007-2008 period marked my admission as a postdoctoral fellow at the New Europe College
(NEC) in Bucharest. I detail my participation in a major trans-European project on the memory of
deportations to the Soviet Gulag (ASEG), where I served as the principal rapporteur for Romania.
This project aimed to create an online-accessible corpus and a virtual museum featuring
interviews, documents, photographs, and conferences dedicated to the memory of European

nations deported to the USSR (www. gulagmemories.eu). My involvement provided extraordinary

opportunities for collaboration and dissemination through prominent Western European media
outlets, particularly in France and Germany, while also presenting challenges related to data
collection in the field. The project’s interdisciplinary nature, involving historians, sociologists,

anthropologists, linguists, and art historians, was notably beneficial.

My appointment as a research scientist at the newly established Institute for the History of

Religions within the Romanian Academy in 2008 marked a pivotal change in my academic career,



enabling institutional consolidation and the continuation of longstanding research interests.
Between 2008 and 2014, my central research focus was on religious pilgrimages in contemporary
Romania, viewed as comprehensive cultural, religious, and social phenomena reflecting broader
post-communist societal changes. This project culminated in the publication of The Need for
Miracle (Polirom, 2014) and included various articles on the relationships between pilgrimages
and tourism, corporeality, music and ambient sound in public spaces, Roma religiosity, and their
unique rituals. During this period, I also conducted field research on the conversion of industrial
spaces into religious ones to meet community needs and taught courses as a part-time lecturer at

the University of Bucharest’s Faculty of Letters.

The 2014-2020 period was devoted to research on religion, religiosity, and the culture of
European Roma, as well as personal endeavors at the intersection of sociology, cultural memory
of communism (specifically its “traces” in public spaces) and literature. This phase saw the
creation of Through Romania. Travel Notes (Polirom, 2020). My theoretical explorations of
secularization factors and phenomena also date from this time, resulting in several articles and
books on the subject. Additionally, I launched the personal project suveika.ro, focusing on applied
cultural anthropology in business contexts. This section includes recent research on contemporary
Romanian monasticism, culminating in Between Two Worlds. Orthodox Monasticism and
Modernity (Polirom, 2024), which portrays monasticism as a sustainable utopian system grounded
in self-sufficiency, environmental respect, and efficient economic practices, while also reflecting

profound societal transformations. This period also marked my entry into academia.

The final section of the habilitation thesis outlines plans for future professional, scientific,
and academic development, focusing on key areas of expertise developed over time: cultural and
religious memory, analysis of contemporary religious phenomena, ethnic imagology, field
research methods in cultural anthropology, and the socio-anthropology of literature. Lastly, 1
present and elaborate on potential doctoral supervision themes within the specialization of cultural

studies.

Thus, professional and academic achievements refer to professional training and teaching

activity, participation in national and international research projects and grants, involvement in the



development and promotion of the field of cultural studies and anthropology. The career evolution
and development plan consider the research topics tackled in the last period and the proposal for
their finalization. It also includes a career plan outlining the main directions of future academic
development, including advising doctoral theses. Based on the academic, teaching and research
experience described above, I consider that my concerns are relevant to the field of cultural studies,
with a particular emphasis on the encounter, in various formulas and contexts, between memory,

culture and literature, religion, modernity and religious fact, ethnic and religious imagery.



