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SUMMARY OF THE HABILITATION THESIS

CATHOLICS IN MOLDOVA. CONTRIBUTIONS AND RESEARCH
DIRECTIONS CONCERNING THE CATHOLICS IN MOLDOVA

In my habilitation thesis entitled «Catholics in Moldova. Contributions and
research directions concerning the Catholics in Moldova» I present my scientific,
professional and academic achievements in the field of theology, specializing in
Church history, from 2008, when I defended my doctoral thesis in the Faculty of
Church History and Cultural Heritage of the Pontifical University "Gregoriana" in
Rome, until 2023. In this work, I also outline future research directions concerning
the Catholic past in Moldova.

My didactic and research activity began after my master's studies at the
Pontifical University «Gregoriana» in Rome, being invited in 2002 to teach
courses in Church History, as associate professor, at the Roman Catholic
Theological Institute «St. Joseph» in lasi and at the same time being assigned by
the then bishop, Msgr. Petru Gherghel, scientific secretary of the Historical
Research Department of the Roman Catholic Diocese of lasi, of which I have been
coordinating director since 2017.

After completing my doctoral studies (2005-2008), I returned to the
Department of Church History at the Roman Catholic Theological Institute «Saint
Joseph». In addition to my teaching activity, I have been interested in the field of
the History of the local Church of Iasi, publishing various articles in the annual
journal Buletin istoric of the above-mentioned History Department, and
participating in various monographs that I have published in collaboration with
members and collaborators of this department. The challenges have been many, the
most interesting by far being that of participating, as vice-postulator, in the
redaction of the Cause of beatification and canonization of the martyred bishop
Anton Durcovici, who was elevated to the altars on May 17, 2014, at the municipal
stadium in lasi, in the presence of the special envoy of pope Francis, Cardinal

Angelo Amato.
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The content of this paper has been developed and structured taking into
account the rules for the composition of the habilitation thesis. Thus, the first part
presents the scientific, teaching and professional results in a diachronic manner.
The numerous books, articles, studies, conferences and communications presented
and published in the last two decades have been aimed at revealing the results of
research carried out in various archives in Romania and abroad, especially the
Vatican. The presentation of the results, presented in a diachronic and synchronic
manner, also highlights the capacity to organise, manage and facilitate learning and
research. This component intersects with the environments in which I have been
working for more than two decades, namely the "Saint Joseph" Catholic Seminary
in lasi, a training house for future priests, and the Faculty of Roman Catholic
Theology of the "Alexandru Ioan Cuza" University of lasi.

The habilitation thesis is structured in several chapters, containing scientific,
professional and academic results, from 2008 to the present. Thus, I have presented
my participation in various national and international conferences, in various
national and international projects, as well as my teaching activity at the Roman
Catholic Theological Institute "St. Joseph" in Iasi, as well as at the Faculty of
Roman Catholic Theology of the University "Al. I. Cuza" University of lasi. From
a synchronic point of view, the dominant subjects mentioned in the thesis are the
researches undertaken in numerous archives in the country and abroad, in order to
discover the history of Catholicism in Romania, especially in Moldova.

From the mosaic of all my professional, teaching and research activities, I
intended to arrange them in such a way as to make it clear that the history of the
universal Church is not only the work of man, but above all the work of God. In all
my work I have kept and will keep in mind the harmonious interweaving of the
two components of history: human and divine. I owe this intense interest in
universal history to the great Italian historian, Father Giacomo Martina (1924-
2012) SJ, whom I had the favour of having as a professor during my master's years
(1998-2000) in the Eternal City. On the other hand, I owe my inclination for local
Church History to prof. Emil Dumea, now emeritus, who guided my steps towards
this subfield of theology since the early years of my studies, when I was a
seminarian in lasi.

With the study undertaken for my PhD, I realized that historical research

cannot be exhaustive without being supported by political, linguistic and
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sociological studies. Indeed, the ordinary Christian lives in a well-defined time, in
a particular country, among a people with its own history, all of which form the
broad context in which he expresses his faith. This is precisely the reason why the
authentic history of a community cannot be written without taking into account the
other fields of research, and the corroboration between them is based on
methodological pluralism.

Historia magistra vitae. Based on this well-known Latin dictum, I set myself,
from the very beginning of my scientific work, to attend courses in the school of
life, like a student thirsty for truth, who has much to learn from his teacher -
history. Starting from the achievements and mistakes of those of the past, history
teaches us the path to material and spiritual progress in society. In fact, every
scientific intervention (study, article, book, conference, etc.) that I have made has
already become historia, in other words a genuine teacher, to educate the people of
today and prepare them for the upheavals that will come upon society.

The context in which the history of Catholics in Moldova must be presented
nowadays includes several specific elements, which depend to a great extent on the
political and social situation of the whole country. History must therefore be
written sine ira et studio, i.e. without being influenced by certain feelings or
resentments which the historian experiences in his own soul. Moreover, real
history requires a rigorous purification, a process whereby, after careful analysis,
certain conclusions reached as a result of prejudice or sentimentality are
eliminated. Likewise, an authentic history of Catholics in Moldova must be based
only on documents, monuments and testimonies of credible people, testimonies
given unconditionally and disinterestedly.

To summarize what has been written so far, I maintain that the history of
Catholics in Moldavia deserves more space in the current research, especially since
Catholicism in this region of Romania has been present since before the foundation
of the Principality of Moldavia. Another reason why this argument should be
explored further is that members of the local Catholic Church actively participated
in all the events that led to the formation of the modern Romanian state (the Little
and Great Unions, Independence, various wars, etc.). Finally, a third argument why
the history of Catholics in Moldavia should be studied and published is the cultural
and social activities that they carried out from the beginning, in addition to their
religious activities.



Therefore, my whole contribution so far to the knowledge of Catholicism in
Moldova is only the scientific basis for a thorough deepening of the development
of this confession, a research that I would like to undertake with my future doctoral
students, Christian or of other religions, whom I will direct, according to their
aptitudes, to various aspects of the religious and cultural life of Catholics in
Romania.

In the second part of the habilitation thesis, I present the main perspectives of
career development and research directions in order to deepen the local Church
History in Moldova.

Thus, I would like to coordinate doctoral works, with the aim of making the
history of Catholics in Romania, especially those in Moldova, known to all. As
research directions, I propose to continue the themes developed so far, based on a
more extensive research of documents kept in state and church archives in the
country, but also abroad, especially those in the Vatican: deepening the context in
which the first Catholic diocese was founded in the early thirteenth century; the
evolution of Catholicism in Moldova: The establishment of Catholic dioceses in
this part of Romania; the religious life of Catholics and links with the Pope; the
establishment of the Roman Catholic Diocese of lasi on 27 June 1884, with
particular emphasis on knowledge of the ministry of the bishops who led the
diocese of lasi and the publication of monographs on Catholic communities in
Moldova.




