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The habilitation thesis Political Communication, New Media, and Populism presents the
results of scientific research obtained during doctoral and postdoctoral studies and subsequent
research projects, with distinct attention dedicated to three major research directions: Political
communication on social media platforms: new media, populism, democracy; Journalists'
perception of the state of the press and of alternative media; Recent history. Oral history about
media, communism, and post-communism.

The academic paper consists of three sections: 1. Scientific evolution in the academic
environment; 2. Scientific research activity; 3. Scientific and academic future development plan.
Thus, the thesis describes the academic and professional evolution up to the present moment, the
research activity, and the career development plan.

The first section of the thesis consists of four chapters dedicated to the academic and
professional formation, research directions and scientific contributions, teaching activities, and the
author's ability to work in research academic teams.

The second section contains five chapters dedicated to the scientific results of the doctoral
thesis; the outcomes of postdoctoral research on electoral communication, new media, democracy,
and populism; redefining populism as an illiberal ideology; analyzing journalists’ perceptions of
the state of the press and alternative media; recent history examined through the method of oral
history, investigating representations of media, communism, and post-communism.

The third section of the habilitation thesis presents the author's career development plan
structured on two chapters: the current research projects and the main future research directions.
The three sections share the author's concern for the impact of new media on political
communication and the shift from democracy to populism.

The first section of the habilitation thesis begins with the description of the author's scientific
evolution, academic career, and university formation in the fields of communication sciences and

political sciences. After completing the master's studies in Communication Sciences at the Faculty
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of Journalism and Communication Studies, University of Bucharest, the author started
collaborating with FJSC as an associate and then as a teaching assistant.

In the same year when | was admitted to the doctoral school of the Faculty of Sociology at
the University of Bucharest, | competed for the teaching position as university assistant at the
Faculty of Journalism and Communication Sciences. After completing my doctoral studies,
defending the PhD thesis, and receiving the title of doctorate, | applied for the position of university
lecturer. Upon completion of my post-doctoral studies, | entered the competition for the position
of university associate professor.

The second section of the habilitation thesis presents the author's scientific research activity
chronologically. The postulant's studies have focused on the following research interests: A) The
PhD thesis analyzed the political activity of members and groups of Dimitrie Gusti's Sociological
School and their political communication during the interwar period; B) Post-doctoral research
investigated the online electoral communication of the candidates at the presidential elections in
2004 and 2009. C) In other recent studies, the researcher reviewed the relationship between new
media and new-populism, and redefined populism as illiberalism. D) Another research direction is
the analysis of journalists' perception of the state of the press and alternative media. E) Research
on recent history and social representations of media, communism, and post-communism, for
which the oral history method was used.

The third section of the paper describes the plan for the scientific and academic career
development, focusing on current research projects and future research directions. The main
research directions include: political communication on social media platforms, and the impact of
the digital revolution on journalism and communication.

What connects the three sections of the thesis is the constant scientific interest in the impact
of new technologies (new media) on political communication, disinformation, and the rise of
populism. As for my academic plan, in line with my constant interest in the populist discourse and
in the online electoral communication techniques used by populists, in the near future I will
particularly focus on regional comparative analyses through international academic cooperation.

At the end of the paper, a list of bibliographic references is provided, which includes titles
from the literature reviewed by the author of the thesis in establishing the theoretical framework
of the research studies, as well as the candidate's published works starting from 2009,

representative for the scientific results presented in summary in this habilitation thesis.
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The major scientific contributions are of a conceptual and theoretical nature, and arise from
my research, which employed quantitative and qualitative methods: content analysis, semi-
structured interviews, self-administered questionnaire surveys, and oral history interviews. In the
postdoctoral research, my personal contribution was to introduce the concept of “new populists”
into the specialized scientific literature: politicians with populist discourse, whose origin lies in
online political organizations, movements, or support communities, and who manifest, express,
and communicate through new media.

From the postdoctoral research on the role of new media in electoral communication, the
author of the thesis discovered that online communication teams have involved amateurs in
campaigns through negative advertising (amateur marketing): by using specific disparaging
messages, characteristic to negative attack campaigns, and through digital guerrilla tactics,
segments of the young age categories and urban residence audience have been activated.
Additionally, by critically reviewing the specialized literature and the techno-optimism vs. techno-
pessimism perspectives of pundits, experts and specialists regarding the role of new technologies
in democratic societies and public communication, | have arrived at a critical techno-realism
approach.

Another scientific contribution, inspired by the research of Takis Pappas, is the redefinition
of populism in terms of discourse and ideology by relating it to human rights, and to the civil and
constitutional liberties of minorities. The populists invoke the legitimacy of the popular vote when
proposing illiberal measures against minorities, immigrants, or the media. The studies | conducted
have shown that the discursive logic of the “pure people” versus the “corrupt political elite”
paradigm is not operational nor functional because applying it to political discourse leads to
categorizing all the parties and leaders as “populists”.

In the final part of the habilitation thesis, I referred to the most recent projects and to future
research directions. One of these research projects represents the Fulbright research initiated in
2022, entitled “The Role of Alternative Media in Contemporary Democracies”. Preliminary
conclusions regarding the perception of journalists and journalism professors regarding the
alternative media and the press in the neoliberal model showcase the doubts of the journalists and
educators that media can function or survive economically in the long term, since they are not-for-
profit media projects. However, in their perspective, alternative media are extremely important for

democracy, because they bring marginalized issues to the forefront of mainstream media.



