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Degrees
Licentiate in Germanic Philology (English/Dutch), KU Leuven, July 4 1985.
Master of Arts (English), University of Hull (UK), December 12 1986.
Doctor in Letters and Philosophy, KU Leuven, October 12 1990.

Academic Employment
1986-1991: Research Assistant of the Belgian National Fund for Scientific Research at KU Leuven, engaged in a Ph.D. project on Paul de Man.
1991-1994: Senior Research Assistant of the Belgian National Fund for Scientific Research at KU Leuven, engaged in a study of the ethical, political and historical implications of determinism in Victorian poetry.
1994-2000 : Research Associate of the Belgian National Fund for Scientific Research at KU Leuven.
1988-1991: tutor for seminars in English Literature at KU Leuven.
1991-1999: part-time lecturer (docent) in English Literature at KU Leuven.
1994- : lecturer in the postgraduate programme in comparative literature and literary theory of the universities of Antwerp, Brussels, Ghent and Leuven.
1999-2000: part-time senior lecturer (hoofddocent) in English Literature at KU Leuven.
2000-2002: full-time senior lecturer (hoofddocent) in English Literature at KU Leuven.
2002-2007: full-time associate professor (hoogleraar) in English Literature at KU Leuven
2007-present: full-time full professor (gewoon hoogleraar) in English Literature at KU Leuven
2009 (February to June): research sabbatical as Fellow of the Flemish Academic Centre, Brussels

Academic Service
1995-2000: member of the Library Committee of the Arts Faculty, KU Leuven
1997-2003: academic secretary of the Department of Literature, KU Leuven
1998-2005: Chair of the Commission for Further Academic Education, Arts Faculty, KU Leuven
1999-2010: Director of postgraduate programme in comparative literature and literary theory of the universities of Antwerp, Brussels, Ghent and Leuven (Interuniversitaire GGS Literatuurwetenschap), redesigned in 2004 as Interuniversity Master in Literary Studies.
2001-2002: member of the commission for curriculum reform preparing implementation of Bologna Declaration, Germanic Languages and Literatures, KU Leuven
2002-2010: Academic Coordinator Study Abroad Programme in European Culture and Society
2002-2008: Chair of the Expert Commission North-America, KU Leuven
2002-2008: Member of the Policy Committee on International Relations, KU Leuven
2003-present : PhD research coordinator, Department of Literature, KU Leuven
2004-2010 : Member of the Arts Faculty Didactic Commission, KU Leuven 
2004-2005: Chairman of the Curriculum Commission English and member of the Standing Commission for Education: Language and Literature.
2005- 2008: Member of the Arts Faculty Research Commission, KU Leuven
2005- : Associated Member of the Netherlands Graduate School for Literary Studies (OSL).
2005- 2010: Member of the Research Council of the KU Leuven.
2005-2010: Member of the Research Commission for the Arts (Onderzoekscommissie Onderzoeksplatform Kunsten) of the Association KU Leuven
2006-2009: Chair of the Standing Commission for Postgraduate Programmes, Arts Faculty, KU Leuven.
2006- 2010: Academic Director of the International Mobility and Cooperation Office, Arts Faculty, KU Leuven
2008- : Member of the Steering Committee of the Leuven Interdisciplinary Platform for the Study of Science (LIPSS) (http://www.arts.kuleuven.be/onderzoek/oe/geschiedenis/lipss/) 
2009- : Member of the Authoritative Panel for the VABB-SHW (Flemish academic bibliographic database for the social sciences and humanities) of the Flemish Interuniversity Council (VLIR)
2010-19: Vice-Dean of Research, Arts Faculty, K.U.Leuven
2011- : Chair of the Leuven Research Policy Council task force on young researcher’s careers; member of the Leuven YouReCa programme steering committee
2011-18: Member of the Expert Panel on International Cooperation of the Flemish Fund for Scientific Research.
2012- : Member of the LUCA School of Arts Research Council
2013-17: Member of the Social Sciences & Humanities Community of the League of European Research Universities.
2013- : KU Leuven representative for the Humanities and Social Sciences in Vision2020
2016-2022: Board member of the European Consortium for Humanities Institutes and Centres (ECHIC)
2017- : Member of the Steering Group of the LERU Social Sciences, Humanities and the Arts Policy Group
2018- : Director of the Doctoral School Humanities & Social Sciences, KU Leuven.
2019- : Member of KU Leuven Open Science Task Force
2019- : Member of KU Leuven Working Group on the Future of Scholarly Publishing
2020- : Member of Arts Faculty Advisory Committee for Appointments and Promotions
2021- : Member of the Steering Committee of the Leuven Centre for Health Humanities (LCH²)
2022- : Member of the LERU Doctoral Studies Policy Group


Teaching
Full courses taught at bachelor level
Post-structuralist readings of English literature (1988-1991)
Victorian poetry (1991-2005)
Post-colonial literature (1995-1996)
Women’s writing (1996-1997)
British Romanticism (1997-2005)
Anglo-Irish Literature (1997-1998)
Contemporary Fiction in English (1998-1999)
Contemporary Historical Fiction (2001-2002)
English Literature 1800 to the present (2005-present)
The Human Animal (2006-2019)
Academic writing and reading in English Literary Studies (2005-2014)
Digital Reason (with Jan Baetens and Silvana Mandolessi (2019-) 

Full courses taught at master level
The Post-Romantic Condition (1994-1999)
The Post-Structuralist Heritage (with Kris Humbeeck, Antwerp University) (1994-2004)
Trauma and Holocaust Representation (1999-2000)
Literature, ethics, trauma (2000-2004)
Political Literature (2004-2005, 2006-2007)
PostRomantic Materialisms (2007-present)
Dynamics of Literary Genres (2009-10)


Academic talks 
"Embarrassment and totalisation according to de Man". Paper read at the symposium on Politics or Poetics at KU Leuven, 6-8 augustus 1987.
"Schoonheid, brutaliteit en lyrisch feminisme: The Awakening", paper read  at the conference on Feminisme en Literatuur, Universitaire Instelling Antwerpen, October 31 1987.
"Silence to be Observed: A trial for Paul de Man's inexcusable confessions", paper read at the Paul de Man symposium at the Universitaire Instelling Antwerpen, June 25 1988, at the University of Pennsylvania, November 14 1988 and at Yale University, November 16 1988.
"A responsibility to what remains: about Paul de Man's wartime journalism". Paper read at the symposium on Responsibilities at Franklin & Marshall Colllege, Lancaster (Pennsylvania), 12 november 1988.
"A Stereotype of Aesthetic Ideology: Paul de Man, Ernst Jünger", paper read at the Paul de Man symposium, Zürich University, June 8-11 1989.
"Tennyson's Turn", paper read at the annual convention of the Belgian Association of Anglicists in Higher Education, Louvain-la-Neuve, November 24 1990.
"Dead Herrings: 'You must have mistaken the author'". Paper read at the convention of the Modern Language Association of America, San Francisco, 27-30 December 1991.
Convenor for the section on "Literature, Religion and Philosophy" of the conference of the European Society for the Study of English, Bordeaux, September 4-8 1993, including paper ("Saint Sign: Tennyson in the post-Prophetic Condition").
"Monstered Nothings: Coriolanus, Cordelia", invited paper read for the Hungarian Shakespeare Committee, Budapest, November 26, 1993.
"Congestion of the Brain in an Age of Unpoetrylessness", paper read at the Third International Conference of the European Society for the Study of English, Glasgow, 8-12 September 1995.
"Functioneel dyslectisch tot we het lezen er bij inschieten", invited paper read at the international symposium of the Onderzoeksschool Literatuurwetenschap, Garderen, 30 October-1 November 1995.
"Sweet Dreams, Monstered Nothings: Catachresis in Kant and Coriolanus", invited paper read at the international conference on Literature and Ethics, University of Wales, Aberystwyth, July 4-7 1996.
"Parenthethisch lezen in Paul de Man", paper read at the international symposium on Tussenfiguren in de literatuur, Facultés Universitaires de Namur, 19-21 September 1996.
Participation in panel at workshop Historical Novel, Leuven, 17 January 1998.
"The Importance of Being Earnest (about the Right Things"), paper read at a workshop with Harry Frankfurt, Leuven, February 3, 1998.
"Improper Focus", introduction for Geoffrey Hartman, Antwerp, May 18, 1998.
Participation (including presentation in concluding panel discussion) in International Seminar on Reading Text, Constructing Theory, Thinking Ethics, 13-20 June 1999, University College London.
“Nothing out of hermeneutics’ certain course”. Communication in round table discussion at international symposium Eco in Fabula, Leuven, 24-27 februari 1999.
“In a Place Too Deep for Thought: Wordsworth’s Infant Ideology”. Invited plenary Lecture at the Fifth International Conference of the European Society for the Study of English, Helsinki, 25-29 augustus 2000.
“Onbeslecht geweten: Literatuur, sympathetiek en hermeneutisch geweld”, Lecture in series “Verbeeldingen van de ander. Over literatuur, filosofie en religie”, Heyendaal Instituut Nijmegen, 13 February 2001.
“The Instance of Trauma”. Presentation at international colloquium The Instance of Trauma, Antwerp, 31 March 2001
 “The Disgrace of Theory”. Invited Plenary Lecture at international symposium Trans-Missions: Theory, Research and Teaching in British Literary and Cultural Studies in Europe, Budapest, 9-12 May 2002
Facilitator at International Doctoral Seminar in Literary Studies on Genre and Identity, University College London, 17-22 June 2002.
Co-chair, with presentation (“The Revenge of the Victorian”), of concluding round table at international symposium Modernism in Europe, KU Leuven, 14-15 November 2002.
 “Sympathy Invisible”. Invited speaker at plenary round table at IAPL Conference on Writing Aesthetics, Leeds University, 26-31 May 2003.
Session chair at International Seminar in Literary Studies on Literature and Emotion: Text, Ideology, and Conflict, Utrecht University, 22-26 June, 2003 
“Grave Livers: On the Modern Element in Wordsworth, Arnold, and Warner.” Paper read at the Seventh International Conference of the European Society for the Study of English, Zaragoza, 8-12 September 2004.
 “‘The Children Human’ - ‘The Rudiments of Letters’: Matthew Arnold on the Education of the State”. Invited lecture at the Dilettantism & Innovation conference at the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities, March 31-April 2, 2005.
 “The Fate of Closure”, Response to Geoffrey Hartman, “Minima Derridalia, or, Homage to Glas (Thirty years after its first publication)”, Saving Sirens: Knowledge and Seduction in the Age of In-Difference, Antwerp University, May 12-13, 2005
Panel member at session on Byron and Carlyle, CELV-conference on Tekstmobiliteit & Cultuuroverdracht: Receptie en beeldvorming van Engelstalige auteurs in Nederlandse vertaling, VLEKHO-Brussels, 16 November 2005.
 “European Recessional (Let Us Forget)”. Invited speaker at the conference on Re-Thinking Europe: Literatures and Literary Histories as Media of (Trans)National Identities and Collective Memories, Leuven, 20 June 2006.
 “PostHermeneutische literatuurwetenschap.” Presentation at the conference on Literatuurwetenschap in Nederland en België: verleden, heden en toekomst. Leuven, September 17 2007.
Response to Jerome McGann’s “Philology in a New Key: Information Technology and the Transmission of Culture.” Centre for European Reception Studies, HU Brussel, 17 March 2009.
 “‘A Common Humanity is Not Yet Enough’: Shadows of the Coming Race in George Eliot’s Final Fictions”, Matters of State, Leuven 23-25 April 2009.
“Torag, Dolgan, Ning, Gyoya, Orga: Diaspora Under the Sign of Salmon in David Grossman’s See Under: Love”, Literature and the Memory of Catastrophe, Brussels, 29-30 mei 2009; expanded version delivered at the annual conference of the International Association for Philosophy and Literature, London, 1-7 june 2009. 
Participant in round table discussion with Andreas Huyssen on The Future of Memory Studies, 23 February 2011, University of Ghent.
(with Pieter Vermeulen) “Hartman’s Autumnal Imagination.” Tradition and Modernity In Jewish Culture and History. Special 10th Anniversary Conference Institute of Jewish Studies, University of Antwerp 31 May – 1 June 2011
“Shaft Which Ran: Chinese Whispers with Auerbach, Buck, Woolf and De Quincey.” Symposium Fear & Fantasy in a Global World, Lisbon, June 13-17, 2011.
“Re/composing Trollope for the 21st Century.” Annual conference of the British Association for Victorian Studies, Birmingham, September 1-3 2011.
“Sympathy and the Face.” Panel presentation, with Tom Toremans, Brecht De Groote, Tamara Gosta, Frederik van Dam & Michiel Nys, International Conference of the Belgian Association of Anglicists in Higher Education, Brussels, 1-3 December 2011.
 “‘I know he knows I know he knows I am’: Suspension of disbelief in A.L. Kennedy.” Conference on The Novel and Theories of Love, Hebrew University Jerusalem, June 18-20, 2012. 
“Spectre Disordre: NeuroMarxism and the State of the Soul.” The Third Sino-British Bilateral Forum on Marxist Aesthetics: Marxism & the Future, April 6-8 2013, Jiao Tong University, Shanghai.
 “The harsh, cold scent of pure time”: Attention disorder in fiction and neuro(non)science”. Plenary lecture at the Arts of Attention conference at Gaspar Karoly University, Budapest, September 11-14 2013.
 “Nudes Gibbering: Isaac Rosenberg Entrenched.” Invited paper at the interdisciplinary symposium International Artistic Creation during World War I organised by Cardiff University, National Museum Cardiff, 11-12 november 2016.
 “Philanthropic Rot in Print Run for Profit: The Tu-Quoque-Time-Bomb in Conrad’s heart of Darkness”. Invited lecture at the University of Bucharest, 26 October 2017.
“Dress Distress: Nick Cave’s Wardrobe.” Symposium on Cultural Ambivalence, Intersemiotic Translation and Artistic Identities, Université de Liège, May 28 2019.
Panel debate on teaching literature in academia. VAL-symposium November 12, 2021, Vrije Universiteit Brussel.

Policy talks
"Yet the Librarians Were Not Without a Cunning Plan". Talk for the Fiesole Collection Development Retreat, University Library of Leuven, Belgium, April 08-10, 2010. http://digital.casalini.it/retreat/retreat_2010.html
“Muscular Humanities.” Invited panel presentation at ECHIC Conference Humanities Now: Global Encounters, University of Macerata, 21-22 April 2016.
“Metrics Myopia: Writing by Numbers in Times of Growth Fundamentalism”. Invited presentation at Swiss Science Briefing, Brussels, 19 October 2017.
“The Third I: Intersectorality in Doctoral Training”. Panel presentation at ECHIC Conference The Many Faces of the Humanities, Lund University, 21-22 April 2022.
“Bibliodiversity in the Research Republic of Letters”. Panel presentation at HCÉRES conference on L’évaluation des sciences humaines et sociales en Europe, Paris, 16-17 May 2022.

Organisation of academic meetings & conferences
Organiser of a symposium on Sense and Transcendence: Reflections on Literature and Whatever Next, with a reading by John Banville at KU Leuven, 29 September 1995..
Organiser of international symposium on Literature and Class, Free University Brussels, 22 November 2001.
Organiser of international symposium, including panel discussion, on Aestheticide and What We Call Cultural Studies, University of Antwerp, May 8 2003.
Member of the organising committee of the Fourth Ghent Conference on Literary Theory, Avant Garde Now!?, 17 March 2005, Universiteit Gent.
Member of the organising committee of the conference on Rhetoric, Politics, Ethics, Ghent University, 21-23 April 2005.
Organiser of academic session with J. Hillis Miller, “In Defense of Literary Study in a Time of Globalisation”, Leuven, October 3 2006 
Organiser of International Conference Matters of State: Bildung and Literary-Intellectual Discourse in the Nineteenth Century, Leuven 23-25 April 2009 
Chair of the Trollope Bicentennial Committee, organising international conference in Leuven in September 2015.
Co-organiser DigitalHumanitiesDays@ArtsLeuven, 27-28 February 2012 (Lecture by Andrew Prescott, King’s College, and workshops.)
Co-organiser DigitalHumanitiesShortSummerSchool@ArtsLeuven, September 19-21, 2012.
Co-organiser DigitalHumanitiesDays@ArtsLeuven, 29-30 April 2013 (Lecture by Peter Lunenfeld, UCLA, and workshops.)
Co-organiser DigitalHumanitiesShortSummerSchool@ArtsLeuven, September 18-20, 2013.
Co-organiser DigitalHumanitiesShortSummerSchool@ArtsLeuven, September 8-10, 2014.
Co-organiser Getting & Spending: European Literature & Economics in the Long Nineteenth Century at KU Leuven 10-12 December 2014
Chair of the organising committee of the Trollope Bicentennial Conference at KU Leuven (17-19 September 2015)
Co-organiser Equip & Engage: Research & Dissemination Infrastructures for the Humanities. ECHIC Conference KU Leuven, 4-6 April 2018.
Co-organiser Romanticism in the Age of World Wars, Leuven, 11-13 November 2018.

Guest Lectures and Seminars
"The Eye of the Text: Two Short Stories by Edgar Allan Poe", paper read at Princeton University, November 18 1988 and at Johns Hopkins University, November 21 1988.
"The Empty Grate: Wordsworth's Return", paper read at Eötvos Lorand University, Budapest, November 21, 1993.
"Deconstructie en interpretatie", paper read for the Dutch postgraduate programme in literary theory, AIO-cursus Onderzoekschool Literatuurwetenschap, Universiteit Leiden, 23-25 October 1996. 
“Paul de Man’s Rhetoric”. Guest seminar at Universitaire Instelling Antwerpen, 1997, 1 June 1999, 21 May 2001, 4 June 2003.
"Een definitieve klove. Deconstructie en duidbaarheid binnen de neerlandistiek (en ook wel daarbuiten)", paper read with Dirk de Geest for the Winterschool 1998 Onderzoekschool Literatuurwetenschap, Leiden, 5-10 January 1998.
“How Not to Do Things to Women (And Not Get Away With It): Tennyson, Diana, Mariana”. Guest Lecture at Universiteit Gent, 11 March 1998.
"Tussentijds engagement: Paul de Mans weerstand tegen het postmodernisme", paper read during the Course week of the Onderzoekschool Literatuurwetenschap, Leiden, 14-18 December 1998.
Guest tutor for independent reading seminars on Literature and Ethics, Centre for European Studies, Maastricht, Fall 2000, 2001, 2002.
“Literatuur, ethiek en deconstructie”. Lecture for the postgraduate programme of the Onderzoekschool Literatuurwetenschap (Nederland); Utrecht, 16 May 2001.
“Suffering, Sympathy, Circulation: Smith, Wordsworth, Coetzee (But there’s a dog)”. Lecture for the postgraduate workshop of the Onderzoekschool Literatuurwetenschap (Nederland), 28-30 January 2003.
“Wordsworth on Westminster Bridge”. Guest seminar at Université de Liège, March 27 2003.
“Suffering, Sympathy, Circulation: Smith, Wordsworth, Coetzee (But there’s a dog)”. Postgraduate seminar, University of East Anglia, Norwich, 15 May 2003.
“Grave Livers: Literature and the Deliverance of the Modern”. Postgraduate seminar, Edinburgh University, 28 November 2003.
“Epistle to the Europeans (On Not Reading Kipling)”. Postgraduate seminar Edinburgh University, 9 February 2007.
“The Atheist Sublime”, guest lecture at the University of Chichester, May 11 2009.
“Sympathy, Science & the State: Aesthetic Ideologies of the Very Long Nineteenth Century”. PhD seminar International PhD programme in Comparative Studies, University of Lisbon, 18-19 May 2017.


Supervision of doctoral, post-doctoral and other research projects
[bookmark: _Hlk69996772]Elke D’hoker, ”'Like Frost Falling on Water': Representation in the Works of John Banville from an Epistemological, Aesthetic and Ethical Perspective” (PhD-project Fund for Scientic Research-Flanders (Belgium) FWO 3H970143, PhD awarded on 12/09/01, supervisor Ortwin de Graef)
Elke D’hoker “A critical analysis of the representation of 'self' and 'other' in the I-narratives of John Banville and Samuel Beckett against the theoretical background of ethical criticism and gender studies (post-doctoral project research council KU Leuven 3H010347, 2001-2002)
Elke D’hoker, “A study of the place of 'self' and 'other' in postmodern first-person narratives in English from a historical, narratological and ethical perspective”. (post-doctoral research project Fund for Scientific Research-Flanders (Belgium), FWO 3H020295, 2002-2006).
Stef Craps, “The problematics of historical representation in the work of Graham Swift (PhD project Fund for Scientific Research-Flanders (Belgium) FWO 3H990118, PhD awarded on 19/09/03, supervisor Ortwin de Graef)
Tom Toremans, “Thomas Carlyle: A Critical Reading of His Ethico-Political Engagement of Literature” (independent PhD-project started up 2001-. 3H020704; PhD awarded on 02/10/06, supervisor Ortwin de Graef, co-supervisor Martine De Clercq)
Steven Vervaet, “Outside Literature. Joseph Conrad and the Commonplace”” (PhD-project started up 2001- 3H020662). PhD awarded on 30/10/09. Supervisor Ortwin de Graef
“A critique of literary ethics: metaphor, metonymy and synecdoche in Anglo-American poetry and prose of the nineteenth century”. Research project Fund for Scientific Research-Flanders (Belgium), starting 01/01/2003. Coordinators: Gert Buelens (Ghent University), Ortwin de Graef (KU Leuven), Benjamin Biebuyck (Ghent University); Researcher: Dr. Siggi Jöttkandt. 
Pieter Vermeulen, “Critical description and positioning of literary-theoretical practice and methodology in the work of Geoffrey Hartman” (PhD project Fund for Scientific Research-Flanders (Belgium) 3H030154, 2003-07; PhD awarded on May 21, 2007
Amir Chmilevsky, “Non-causal violence in contemporary British and American literature” (independent PhD-project started up 2003- )  
Jan Bleyen, “Anthony Trollope” (independent PhD-project started up 2005- )
Joris Verdonck, “The Cultural Legacy of Queen Victoria’s ‘Little Wars’”. (PhD scholarship KU Leuven Research Council 3H051006, 2005-2006; PhD project Fund for Scientific Research-Flanders (Belgium); 2006-10) PhD awarded on September 24 2010.
[as co-supervisor; supervisor Jo Tollebeek] Iulius Hondrila, “Eastern Europe in the British Imagination, from the Crimean War (1853-56) to the Great War (1914-18)”. (PhD scholarship KU Leuven Research Council 3H040302, 2005-06)
[with Bart Philipsen and Anke Gilleir], The imagination of the State in 19th-century British and German literary-intellectual discourse. A case study: Matthew Arnold on State education (Project number 3H051092,  Duration of the project: 01.10.2006 - 30.09.2010) Research project funded by KU Leuven Research Council. Ph D researcher: Valérie Macken. 
Michiel Nys, "Tropes of transmission": a narratological, rhetorical-tropological and historical analysis of strategies of representation in popular scientific and cultural critical works by T.H. Huxley, J.B.S. Haldane and Julian Huxley”. (PhD project Fund for Scientific Research-Flanders (Belgium) 3H070332, 2007-11. PhD awarded December 9 2011.
“WhiteOut—The Unreliable Narrator”. Principal applicant Geert Goiris; co-applicant Ortwin de Graef. Research project OPK-IvOK, 2008-2011. 
Omid Azadibougar, Transmission of the Western novel in the Persian literary system. IRO-scholarship, 2008-12. PhD awarded on June 22, 2012.
Frederik Van Dam, "An image of the actual": A rhetorical-ideological analysis of Victorian public discourse in Anthony Trollope's literary and biographical works. PhD project Fund for Scientific Research-Flanders (Belgium) 3H090488: 01.10.2009 - 30.09.2011 / 2013. PhD awarded on August 20, 2013.
(as co-supervisor with Tom Toremans) Brecht De Groote, “Thomas De Quincey, Aesthetic Ideology and the Translation of German Idealism”. PhD project funded by Hogeschool-Universiteit Brussel Research Council, 2010-2014. PhD awarded on Sept 2 2014.
Maya Das, "Have you forgotten yet?": The evolution of trauma from the Boer War to World War One, self-funded research, 2011-
Jan Vanvelk, “Educating Hope: A Discursive and Rhetorical-Tropological Examination of the Politics of Common Humanity in the Fiction and Non-Fiction of H. G. Wells.” PhD project Fund for Scientific Research-Flanders (Belgium). 01.10.2012 – 30.09.2014 / 2016. PhD awarded on September 27, 2016.
(as co-supervisor with Elke D’hoker) Rachel Baldacchino, “Re-writing aesthetic ideology: an analysis of fin-de-siècle aesthetic discourse in Vernon Lee's essayistic works” 01/10/2012- Self-funded PhD research. PhD awarded on October 16, 2018. 
Member of the supervisory committee for the comic book adaptation of Anthony Trollope’s John Caldigate by Dr. Simon Grennan (2011- 
Frederik Van Dam, “Songs without Sunrise: The Italian Risorgimento in Irish literature and British geopolitics, 1815-1870” (post-doctoral project research council KU Leuven, 2013-2014) 
Host for European Commission EMAIL postdoc fellow Dr. David Stromberg, January-May 2014
Host for Belgian-American Educational Foundation graduate fellow Gregory Jones-Katz, January-June 2014. 
Frederik Van Dam, Diplomacy by Other Means: The Construction of Cosmopolitanism in British Literature, 1815-1865 FWO postdoc 01/10/2014-30/09/2017
Brecht de Groote, “When Political Economy was Popular” The Reception of Political Economy in Britain between 1817 and 1847. BOF postdoc  01/10/2014-30/09/2015
Luke Connolly, “Postmodern Literature: Form and Function”. October 2015. PhD awarded on February 25, 2021.
Co-applicant Erasmus+ project GRADUATE SPIRIT (Graduate School Program for International Researchers and Interdisciplinary Training), 01-09-2017 to 31-08-2020, project number 2017-1-NL01-KA203-035190
Dina Brode-Roger, “Longyearbyen, Svalbard: Identity in Change / Mapping the Impact of Anthropogenic Climate Change on the Actor-Network of the Arctic Archipelago of Svalbard”. October 2017.
Laura Cernat, “The Living-On of Authors: Canonical Writers of Modernity Represented in Recent Biographical Novels”. PhD project Fund for Scientific Research-Flanders (Belgium). 01.10.2017 – 30.09.2019 / 2021. 
Kahn Faassen, “The Shambling Sublime: Abject Vitalities in the Work of Arthur Machen, William Hope Hodgson, and Algernon Blackwood”. PhD project Fund for Scientific Research-Flanders (Belgium). 01.10.2017 – 30.09.2019 / 2021. PhD awarded on February 25, 2022.
Hira Naz, “Power, History, and Culture: A Study of Pakistani Literature”. September 2018- 
Nuria Codina Sola, “Minor languages and multilingualism in world literature: Chika Unigwe, Najat El Hachmi, Jhumpa Lahiri and other multilingual writers”. Postdoc Fellow KU Leuven Internal Funding 01/10/2018-30/09/2019; FWO postdoctoral fellow 2019-22.

Editorial positions
Founding editor of Tmesis: Cahier voor Cultuur (1992-96).
Member of editorial board of Dietsche Warande & Belfort (1993- )
Member of advisory board Leuvense Perspectieven, 1996-2000
Editor / Member of editorial board of Jaarboek voor Literatuurwetenschap (Leuven: Peeters), 2001-2004
Member of editorial board of Karakter: Tijdschrift van Wetenschap (KU Leuven), 2002-2008
Member of editorial board of Open Humanities Press, 2007- (http://openhumanitiespress.org/)
Member of Editorial Advisory Board of Victoriographies—A Journal of Nineteenth-Century Writing, 1790-1914 (Edinburgh UP), 2010- 
Member of International Advisory Board of Partial Answers: Journal of Literature and the History of Ideas (Johns Hopkins UP), 2012-
Member of editorial board Leuven University Press, 2012- 
Chair of editorial board Leuven University Press, 2015-
Member of editorial board Journal of Literary Studies / Tydskrif vir Literatuurwetenskap


Academic and scholarly advice 
Reader and jury member for PhD by Ashlynn Pai, Sign and Zeit: Deconstruction and the Medieval Text, Edinburgh University, 14/07/95.
External reader for MS by Thomas A. Pepper, Singularities, for Cambridge UP.
Academic referee for book proposals for Cambridge University Press, 2001, 2002
Reader for MSS submitted to the Belgian Universitaire Stichting.
Reader and jury member for PhD by Geza Kallay, And eke out our performance with your mind (Shakespeare, Wittgenstein, Cavell), KU Leuven, 07/05/1995.
Reader and jury member for PhD by Aniko Sohar, The Cultural Importation Process of Popular Genres: The Case of SF and fantasy in Hungary (1989-1995) from the point of view of Translation Studies, KU Leuven, 29/10/97.
Reader and jury member for PhD by Kristin Blanpain, The Flaw that Looks Like a Flower: Fragility of Meaning in the Work of Vladimir Nabokov, KU Leuven, 17 March 1998.
Reader and jury member for PhD by Beata Toth, "Undisciplined Squads": Investigations into T.S. Eliot's Critical Approach to the Emotional Aspect of Poetry, KU Leuven, 29/04/98.
Reader and jury member for PhD by Elke Brems, Alles is leugen. Een lectuur van negen romans van Gerard Walschap (1929-1939), KU Leuven, 02/12/98
External referee for PhD by Ingo Berensmeyer, John Banville: Fictions of Order. Authority, Authorship, Authenticity, University of Siegen, 1999.
Reader and jury member for PhD by Ivan Nyusztay, Myth, Telos, Identity: The Tragic Schema in Greek and Shakespearean Drama, KU Leuven, 28/06/00
Reader and jury member for PhD by Katalin Kállay, Going Home through Seven Paths to Nowhere: Reading Short Stories by Hawthorne, Poe, Melville and James, KU Leuven; 29/03/01.
External referee for Aspasia Grant application, NWO (Netherlands), 2002.
Member of the adjudication committee for the position of Associate Professor in American Studies, Aarhus University, Summer 2002.
Member of the adjudication committee for the position of Lecturer in English Literature, KU Brussel, Summer 2002.
External referee for Cultural Change and the Fundamentals of the Humanities Grant Application, NWO (Netherlands), 2003.
Independent evaluator for Arts and Humanities Research Board research grant application, UK, 2004.
Assessor of sample translations from English into Dutch with a view to selection of candidates for the intensive translation course of the Steunpunt Literair Vertalen, Utrecht University (The Netherlands), 2004.
Reader and jury member for PhD by Eva Thienpont; Masters of Modern Life: Oscar Wilde’s Creative Masculinities, Universiteit Gent, 16/01/08
Reader and jury member for PhD by Ben De Bruyn, Neue Spielarten des Wirklichen: Modernity, Meaning and Man in the Theory of Wolfgang Iser; Leuven, May 18 2009.
Referee for Bell (Belgian Essays in Language and Literature), Partial Answers: Journal for Literature and the History of Ideas
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Introduction and organisation Sixth Herman Servotte Lecture. Speaker: James Kelman. Leuven, May 11 2016 http://www.kuleuven.be/mecenaat/fondsen/letteren/servotte/servottelezingen/2016 
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Onstage conversation with Colum McCann as closing event of Biofiction as World Literature conference, Leuven, 18 September 2021.
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